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moved with her four children to Chicago’s 
Hyde Park neighborhood. In Chicago, Lee be-
came active in neighborhood associations, 
such as the Hyde Park-Kenwood Community 
Conference, and became active in the preser-
vation of the Great Lakes. In 1966, Lee partici-
pated in the campaign to acknowledge the In-
diana Dunes as a National Lakeshore. While 
Lee was active in the protection of the lake-
shore, she was also a columnist for the Hyde 
Park Herald, a weekly community publication 
of which she later became the editor. As well 
as being active in community press, Lee also 
established the Hyde Park Garden Fair, which 
is still held on an annual basis. In the late 
1960s, Lee also became a staff member of 
the Openlands Project in Chicago, an organi-
zation dedicated to preserving and enhancing 
public open space around Chicago and north-
ern Illinois. 

In 1971, Lee founded the Lake Michigan 
Federation, known today as the Alliance for 
the Great Lakes. The Federation was the first 
independent citizen organization dedicated to 
the preservation of a specific Great Lake. As 
the leader of the Federation, Lee became 
dedicated to protecting the lakeshore and ac-
tively lobbied Congress to tackle issues of en-
vironmental protection, focusing on the first 
federal Clean Water Act. Because of her dedi-
cation to the environment, Lee served on the 
staff of the Environmental Protection Agency 
for several years when the agency was in its 
infancy, and in 1977 was appointed by Presi-
dent Carter as the head of the Great Lakes 
Basin Commission, headquartered in Ann 
Arbor, Michigan. Following this position, Lee 
worked with Mayor Harold Washington and 
the city of Chicago as a staff member and 
consultant for the city’s newly developed De-
partment of the Environment. 

Lee also founded the Indiana Dunes Envi-
ronmental Learning Center, a summer camp 
offering children of U.S. Steel employees an 
opportunity to learn about the environment 
and the necessity of its preservation. In addi-
tion to the numerous organizations Lee found-
ed, she also made time to serve in various ca-
pacities at several other organizations, such 
as the Save the Dunes Council, the Northwest 
Indiana Quality of Life Council, Great Lakes 
United, the State of Illinois’ Task Force of 
Global Climate Change, the State of Indiana 
Water Pollution Control Board, Chicago Wil-
derness, and the Northwest Indiana Regional 
Planning Commission. 

Madam Speaker, Lee Botts has given her 
time and efforts selflessly to the protection of 
our environment and lakeshore throughout her 
many years of service. At this time, I ask that 
you and all of my distinguished colleagues join 
me in commending her for her lifetime of serv-
ice and dedication to her community. I also 
ask that you join me in wishing her a very 
happy 80th birthday. 
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SUNSET MEMORIAL 

HON. TRENT FRANKS 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 13, 2008 

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Madam Speaker, I 
stand once again before this body with an-
other Sunset Memorial. 

It is February 13, 2008, in the land of the 
free and the home of the brave, and before 

the sun set today in America, almost 4,000 
more defenseless unborn children were killed 
by abortion on demand—just today. That is 
more than the number of innocent American 
lives that we lost on September 11th, only it 
happens every day. 

It has now been exactly 12,805 days since 
the tragic judicial fiat called Roe v. Wade was 
handed down. Since then, the very foundation 
of this Nation has been stained by the blood 
of almost 50 million of our own children. 

Some of them, Madam Speaker, cried and 
screamed as they died, but because it was 
amniotic fluid passing over their vocal cords 
instead of air, we couldn’t hear them. And all 
of them had at least four things in common. 

They were each just little babies who had 
done nothing wrong to anyone. Each one of 
them died a nameless and lonely death. And 
each of their mothers, whether she realizes it 
immediately or not, will never be the same. 
And all the gifts that these children might have 
brought to humanity are now lost forever. 

Yet even in the full glare of such tragedy, 
this generation clings to blindness and invin-
cible ignorance while history repeats itself and 
our own silent genocide mercilessly annihi-
lates the most helpless of all victims to date, 
those yet unborn. 

Madam Speaker, perhaps it is important for 
those of us in this Chamber to remind our-
selves again of why we are really all here. 

Thomas Jefferson said, ‘‘The care of human 
life and its happiness and not its destruction is 
the chief and only object of good govern-
ment.’’ 

Madam Speaker, protecting the lives of our 
innocent citizens and their constitutional rights 
is why we are all here. It is our sworn oath. 
The phrase in the 14th amendment capsulizes 
our entire Constitution. It says: ‘‘No state shall 
deprive any person of life, liberty or property 
without due process of law.’’ 

The bedrock foundation of this Republic is 
the Declaration, not the casual notion, but the 
Declaration of the self-evident truth that all 
human beings are created equal and endowed 
by their creator with the unalienable rights of 
life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. Every 
conflict and battle our Nation has ever faced 
can be traced to our commitment to this core 
self-evident truth. It has made us the beacon 
of hope for the entire world. It is who we are. 

And yet Madam Speaker, another day has 
passed, and we in this body have failed again 
to honor that commitment. We failed our 
sworn oath and our God-given responsibility 
as we broke faith with nearly 4,000 more inno-
cent American babies who died without the 
protection we should have been given them. 

But perhaps tonight, Madam Speaker, 
maybe someone new who heard this sunset 
memorial will finally realize that abortion really 
does kill a baby, that it hurts mothers in ways 
that we can never express, and that 12,805 
days spent killing nearly 50 million unborn chil-
dren in America is enough; and that this Na-
tional is great enough to find a better way than 
abortion on demand. 

So tonight, Madam Speaker, may we each 
remind ourselves that our own days in this 
sunshine of life are numbered and that all too 
soon each of us will walk from these Cham-
bers for the very last time. 

And if it should be that this Congress is al-
lowed to convene on yet another day to come, 
may that be the day when we hear the cries 
of the unborn at last. May that be the day we 

find the humanity, the courage, and the will to 
embrace together our human and our constitu-
tional duty to protect the least of these, our 
tiny American brothers and sisters, from this 
murderous scourge upon our Nation called 
abortion on demand. 

It is February 13, 2008—12,805 days since 
Roe v. Wade first stained the foundation of 
this Nation with the blood of its own children— 
this, in the land of free and the home of the 
brave. 
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RECOVERY REBATES AND ECO-
NOMIC STIMULUS FOR THE 
AMERICAN PEOPLE ACT OF 2008 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, January 29, 2008 

Ms. DELAURO. Madam Speaker, from neg-
ative economic data on wages and consumer 
prices to a falling stock market, there is almost 
no margin for error in today’s tight economy. 
We face an urgency and a mutual obligation 
to get it right and ensure no American is 
forced to live in those margins. 

Today’s economy weighs very heavily on 
America’s families—and lately, things have 
gone from bad to worse. In December, the un-
employment rate shot up to a 2-year high of 
5 percent. December’s sales and consumer 
confidence were at a 5-year low. Oil prices 
topped $100 a barrel, and home foreclosures 
are at an alltime high. And growth last quarter 
slowed to a glacial .6 percent. 

This legislation represents a strong bipar-
tisan agreement on an economic stimulus 
package that will begin to provide financial re-
lief and income security to the middle class 
working Americans most at risk in a prospec-
tive recession. The Senate voted 18–16 in 
favor of the package to jumpstart our slowing 
economy and create jobs here at home, and 
I am proud of our quick action in both houses 
to get this done. 

Last week, the House approved strong stim-
ulus legislation, and this version continues in 
that spirit with two additions expanding recov-
ery rebates to an additional 20 million seniors 
and 250,000 disabled veterans. Our men and 
women in uniform fought for our Nation, and 
they deserve all the respect, care and support 
we can provide. 

Building on our work to extend the Child 
Tax Credit—and my belief that all hard-work-
ing low- and middle-income families should re-
ceive at least a partial credit—this package 
will ensure that any family that pays taxes and 
earned at least $3000 last year, will get a 
$300 rebate per child. 

The bill provides refundable child tax credit 
rebates to approximately 34.2 million children. 
Families with children will receive a total of 
$21.8 billion in refundable rebates, including 
$9.8 billion specifically in refundable child tax 
credits. 

It is long past time we finally recognize that 
the child tax credit should be available to all 
families, including those who serve in the mili-
tary. 

With the economy in so much difficulty, this 
is the right approach—immediate, focused on 
those who need resources and who will spend 
it. Unlike previous efforts to stimulate the 
economy, this package is focused on the 
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